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Program of Activities 

 

8:00      Continental Breakfast 

8:30      Registration  

9:00 Program Chair: Dr. Paulette Meikle, Associate Dean and Professor of Sociology, 

 College of Arts and Sciences, University of Arkansas - Fort Smith 

 

9:05 Mayor George McGill, City of Fort Smith: Greetings from the City 

 

Welcome and Remarks 

 

• Mr. Kendall Ross, Executive Director, Center for Economic Development  

University of Arkansas - Fort Smith, The Bakery District, 70 S 7th St, Fort Smith, AR  

 

• Dr. Paul Hankins, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

University of Arkansas - Fort Smith, 5210 Grand Ave, Fort Smith, AR 72913-3649 

 

• Dr. Latisha Settlage, Dean, College of Business and Industry 

University of Arkansas - Fort Smith, 5210 Grand Ave, Fort Smith, AR 72913-3649 

 

9:25 Green Energy and Education Workshop Goals  

Speaker: Ms. Jan Schaper, Program and Education Director, Arkansas Citizens' Climate League, 

2610 W Hackett Road, Hackett, AR 72937 

 
Summary: Discussing and disseminating information on River Valley green energy issues with a particular 

focus on a) addressing energy insecurity and efficiency, b) promoting green energy utilization, c) 

contemplating local energy transition plans, d) exploring income-inclusive energy transition participation, 

and e) networking.   

 

9:35      Opportunities for Green Energy and Education in the River Valley:  

The River Valley Green Energy and Education Program (RV- GEEP)  

 
A presentation of the River Valley Green Energy and Education Program (RV-GEEP), a project designed 

to be home to various energy equity programs serving communities across the River Valley and developing 

green energy community partnerships across Arkansas. Through this project, communities will be able to; 

take advantage of green energy opportunities, establish educational programs, and change the energy usage 

culture so that River Valley communities and beyond can reduce dependency on conventional energy 

generation. 

 

Speaker: Dr. Paulette Meikle, Associate Dean and Professor of Sociology,  College of Arts and Sciences,    

University of Arkansas - Fort Smith, and Arkansas Citizens Climate League Board member. 

10:00    Coffee Break 
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10:15 Keynote Address: Green Energy in Arkansas: Opportunities, Gaps, and Intervention: Existing 

legislation in Arkansas and how it dovetails with FERC 2222 and the Inflation Reduction Act to 

position Arkansas as a national leader in the energy efficiency and renewable energy sectors. In 

addition, a discussion on the explosion of solar projects in Arkansas over the past three years. 

   

Speaker: Mr. John Coleman, Regional Director of Business Development, Entegrity, 

Fayetteville, AR 72701  
Introduction by Mr. Robert McAfee, Administrator, ARKCCL 

11:30    Buffet Luncheon, Participant Networking, and Check out the Displays 

12:30 Concurrent Sessions: Energy Insecurity, Energy Efficiency, Weatherization, Green Energy 

Infrastructure, and Education in the River Valley. 

1. State of Energy Insecurity in the River Valley  

Session Chairs:  

Mr. Corey White 

CEO 

Hatco Solar 2591 

Dallas Parkway 

(Pkwy) Ste.300 

Frisco, TX 75034 

 

Ms. Beverly Vaughn 

Director 

Low Income Home 

Energy Assistance 

Program Crawford-

Sebastian Community 

Development Council, 

Inc.  1617 Zero St, Fort 

Smith, AR 72901 

Mr. Herbert McGill 

Director 

Elizabeth McGill 

Center 

521 N 6th St 

Fort Smith, AR 72901 

 

Session Summary: Approximately 17 million households do not have adequate energy in the 

United States. Almost 5 million households could not pay at least one energy bill in 2020. A 

similar number received a notice from their utility company that they faced the threat of 

disconnection from energy service. Energy insecurity poses a public health threat among low-

income families in the River Valley and the United States. In this session, Mr. Corey White, Ms. 

Beverly Vaughn, and Mr. Herbert McGill will discuss energy insecurity in the River Valley, 

causes of energy insecurity, and opportunities/resources for energy insecurity solutions 

responsive to the needs (energy and non-energy) of low-income families.  

2. Renewables and Energy Efficiency in the River Valley 

Understanding green power and its technology and how to make it applicable in the River 

Valley.  

Session chair:  Mr. William (Bill) Ball, Owner, and CEO, Natural Environments Inc., dba Stellar 

Sun, 1301 Westpark, Little Rock, AR 72227-4035 

Session Summary: As we enlarge awareness of energy insecurity in the River Valley, we seek to 

understand the fundamentals of green power, its technology, and how to make it applicable. Our 

long-term goal is to promote the development and use of green energy and educate and facilitate 

low-income families' participation in the green energy transition. In Mr. Bill Ball's dynamic 

session, you will learn about: 

▪ The basics of green power technology  

▪ The business of "going green," market conditions, costs, and 

economics 
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▪ Own, lease, power purchase agreements, and utility 

programs 

▪ From feasibility to fruition, how green energy projects 

happen 

o Next steps discussion 

 

3. Financing Renewable Energy Infrastructure  

Session chair: Mr. John Coleman, Regional Director, Business Development, Entegrity, 

Fayetteville, AR 72701. 

Session Summary: Detailed discussion of the Inflation Reduction Act. Green energy 

infrastructure/projects. Arkansas as a national leader in the energy efficiency and 

renewable energy sectors.   

o Next steps discussion 

 

4. Energy Efficiency Plans: UAFS and the City of Fort Smith  

 

Session chairs:  

 
Mr. Carey Tucker, Vice Chancellor for Finance & Administration Finance & Administration, 

University of Arkansas - Fort Smith, 5210 Grand Ave 

 

Mr. Robert Airo, Executive Director of Plant Operations, University of Arkansas - Fort Smith, 

5210 Grand Ave Fort Smith, AR 72913. 

 

Mr. Jarred Rego, Vice Mayor of Fort Smith, Fort Smith, AR 

 

Session Summary: The University of Arkansas, Fort Smith, is leading the way in energy 

efficiency in the River Valley by implementing an innovative energy conservation plan designed 

to reduce energy use on campus and improve building performance. This is part of a long-term 

plan for energy savings and green energy generation. The City of Fort Smith has for many years 

addressed energy insecurity among low-income families through its Project Concern program; the 

city is poised to expand its work in energy efficiency and green energy transition. In this session, 

Mr. Carey Tucker and Mr. Robert Airo will discuss UAFS's Energy Efficiency plan and the 

University of Arkansas System-wide solar energy plan, among other conservation and 

sustainability matters. Mr. Jarred Rego will discuss the City of Fort Smith's energy efficiency and 

green energy transition prospects and their work with low-income families.  

 

5. Weatherization - Homes/Buildings  
 

Session chair: Mr. Caleb Brown, Director of Weatherization and Home Revitalization Crawford-

Sebastian Community Development Council, Fort Smith, AR 

 

Session Summary: Energy insecurity is an increasing public health problem among low-income 

families that can lead to risky coping strategies. Weatherization of homes improves energy 

efficiency and reduces energy bills. In this session, Mr. Caleb Brown will explore; the essentials 

of weatherization, weatherization audits, energy efficiency retrofits and inspections, techniques for 

maximizing energy efficiency, the priority of energy conservation measures, and a DIY guide for 

home energy projects. He will also cover efforts to address the energy burden faced by low-

income families through the Department of Health and Human Services Low-Income Home 

Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and the Department of Energy's Weatherization Assistance 

Program (WAP). 
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1:30 Small Groups/Participants' feedback to help establish priorities for Green Energy and 

Education in the River Valley – What can we learn from each other? Where do we go from here? 

  

2:30      Panel Discussion 

 

A panel of experts discusses priorities for Green Energy and Education in the River Valley - 

Future Direction  

 

Session Moderator: Jo Elsken, Citizens' Climate Lobby, Fort Smith Chapter Leader  

 

3:30 Wrap-up and Evaluation - Program Chair: Dr. Paulette Meikle 

 

3: 55     Poem - King Solar 

 

4:00      Vote of thanks - Ms. Fay Knox, Chair, Arkansas Citizens Climate League Board  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sponsors 
 

Thank you for investing in our mission and our event. Your sponsorship is vital to our ability to 

promote green energy education and the development and use of green energy to improve our 

quality of life. 

 

 

Arvest Bank 
5000 Rogers Ave, Fort Smith, AR 72903 

 

 

First National Bank of Fort Smith 
602 Garrison Ave, Fort Smith, AR 72901 

 

 

Our Allies 
 

We would like to offer grateful appreciation to the following groups who have contributed to building the 

grassroots connections in Fort Smith and the River Valley 

 

• Citizens’ Climate Lobby, Fort Smith Chapter 

 

• The Elizabeth McGill Center  
521 N 6th St, Fort Smith, AR 72901  
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Planning Committee 

 

Chris McRae: "You may have heard the expression to think globally and act locally. Well, RV-
GEEP is a way to act locally in addressing climate reality while at the same time making a 
difference globally. My affiliation with Solar under the Sun (solarunderthesun.org) has allowed 
me to act internationally as well." 
 
Ruthie McRae "Inspiration for Green Energy and the Green Energy workshop, in particular, 
comes from the legacy I want to leave behind for my children and grandchildren. I want them 
to know that I have done everything I can to preserve our earth, thereby allowing them the 
privilege of the beauty I personally have experienced and enjoyed in my lifetime. I have 
witnessed firsthand in countries like Haiti and Honduras where there is little electric power, and 
what exists is often unreliable. A small stand-alone solar system in a school or church(usually 
the center of the community) can breathe life into an area whose day usually ends when the 
sun goes down." 
 

Shelley Buonaiuto "Climate disruption is here. Governments have been too partisan to act with 
the requisite urgency, but we see some effective development of renewables and public power 
movements coming from grassroots initiatives. More attention is needed on low-income, often 
primarily BIPOC, communities that are also often the communities bearing the brunt of fossil 
fuel toxic pollution. A greener energy system should benefit lower-income communities. I am 
very excited about working within the River Valley, learning about energy insecurity, and 
bringing in experts to educate about energy efficiency practices and, eventually, community 
solar projects. I've worked with the Citizens Climate Lobby and  the Citizens Climate League on 
a number of issues, recognizing the intersections of poverty, race, and climate change." 
 
Robert McAfee "To empower a community is to love a community. The River Valley Green 
Energy & Education Program will provide a voice to those marginalized to attain clean energy 
transition equity. I am currently the volunteer Administrator of the Arkansas Citizens' Climate 
League. For most of my adult life, I have worked to bring awareness to climate change and seek 
just and equitable solutions for a fossil fuel free future." 
 

Leah Lane: "I am concerned for low-income families who cannot afford energy-efficient 

technology. They are stuck with higher energy bills to pay for their less efficient refrigerators, 

ovens, and air conditioning. And electric companies are charging more for the energy to run 

these inefficient appliances. These families often live in places most affected by intense 

weather episodes caused by fossil fuel burning for electrical production. They need access to 

cost-efficient, cost-stable energy, and not energy produced with life-risking methods. Solar 

energy is one of these methods." 

 

http://solarunderthesun.org/
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King Solar 
by Paulette Ann Meikle 

 
We are in awe of your affluence 

We love your energy and conscience. 
Crowned in iridescent gold, you warm 
the earth, our homes, and our souls. 

King Solar reigns! 
 

You selflessly give, always replenishing 
Freely restoring, your core is light 
your portfolio is the energy of life. 
You are the foundation of science 

the master of ecology. Naturally synergistic 
and you gently whisper, have a heart, people 

People, please play your part. 
 

Thoughtful throughout the ages 
the glee on future generation 

faces you see. 
Without a plea, you lavishly give 

you give to live. 
 

You reign, you give; we live 
Again and again, you warmly whisper 

won't you play your part? 
 

Your golden energy replenishes. 
it royally restores. Uncompromising generosity! 
Always fueling the earth, illuminating our minds 
and souls, even as glimmering streams reflect 

your golden beams, and we want more. 
 

They call your energy green. 
They call you clean because you are never mean. 

Abundant clean energy! You are so strong 
and inclusive, powering our fertile and 

productive systems, warming our hearts 
and often puzzling our thoughts. 

 
You fuel the galaxies and never ask for taxes. 
You reign without strain decade after decade 

through human escapades and their reckless oblivion. 
 

Indomitable King Solar, you shine through the ages, 
photosynthesizing in plants, and they never have wants. 

Solar energy beaming, enlightening our paths, and 
cozily warming our hearts. Yet you stand in 

your power, fueling complex human systems. 
 

You charge us nothing, and we take you for granted 
We know you feel slighted in your core 
because we ignore the gifts, you impart. 

We apologize; forgive us, King Solar. 
As stewards here and now, we vow to play our part 

in the River Valley. 


